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Animal Hospital & Wellness Center

The Best Care For Your Companion





Health Care for Your Reptile

A typical veterinary visit for your reptile includes a thorough physical exam and fecal analysis. Sick reptiles may require blood testing, radiographs (x-rays) and microbiological (looks at yeast and bacteria) testing.  

Wellness – Routine wellness screening by a veterinarian is important for reptiles.

Wellness screening helps detect husbandry problems, dietary issues, and disease processes before they turn into life threatening problems. Unfortunately many reptiles are very sick before they ever see a veterinarian and may even be sick before you purchase them.

Diseases – If you suspect an illness in your reptile, you should have your pet seen by a veterinarian as soon as possible. Reptiles are susceptible to a wide variety of diseases. Major categories of disease include: nutritional, stress related, and infectious.

· Nutritional diseases like metabolic bone disease and gout are preventable by providing the appropriate diet for your pet. There are established guidelines for most of the common reptiles in the pet trade. However, some of the newer species may not have specific guidelines. These species are not good candidates for beginners and should be left to the experienced reptile handler.

· Stress related diseases are typically due to inadequate husbandry or nutrition. This includes diseases like difficulty shedding, thermal burns, mouth infections, egg-binding, and prey-inflicted injuries. All captive reptiles are under a certain amount of stress based on the fact they are wild animals and have not been truly domesticated. However, every effort should be made to minimize the stress level by providing appropriate husbandry, nutrition, and handling.

· Infectious diseases vary by the different types of reptile but generally include bacteria, viruses, and parasites. These diseases are typically transmitted by contact with other animals, but may also be contracted from contaminated food or bedding. These diseases are more common in breeding facilities or large collections; however they can still be seen in individually house reptiles.
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